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Wl cone to the Fascinating World
of Anmmt eur Radi o!

The hobby of Amateur Radio is a fun
activity through conmmuni cation with
others and through comunity
service. You do not have to be an
expert in electronics or radio
technol ogy to beconme a Ham Anyone
can becone an anmateur radi o operator
- even you can! Al you need is a
heal thy interest and enthusi asm and
be willing to study to pass the
mul ti pl e choice exam Yes..the exam
answers are there with the questions
- you just have to identify the
ri ght ones, make the pass nark and
you will be on you way to a
certificate and amateur call sign.
You do not have to | earn Morse code

for the basic license. The Industry Canada exam
question bank is found here as a PDF file:

www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/
------ vwapjHe - pdH$FILE/ic/-pdf- - - - - - - - -,

The Appeal of Amateur Radio

The ability to communi cate across
the town, the province, the country,
around the globe, and even with
astronauts on space nissions brings
on that excited feeling hams |ove.
Sone Radi o Amateurs build and
experiment with radi os while
conput er hobbyi sts find the amat eur
digital nodes to be a | owcost way
to expand their ability to
conmuni cate and conbi ne their radios
and conputers into one hobby. Those
with a conpetitive streak enjoy "DX
contests" (DX=Di stance) where the
object is to see how many di stant
Radi o Amateurs they can contact in a
set period of tine. hers use radio
“ragchews” to open the door to new
friendshi ps over the air. Many hans
like the aspect of conmunity service
by provi ding comruni cation for a

parade, a bicycle or road race or
t hrough participation in EMO
exerci ses and real energencies. It
is during energencies that the value
of amateur radio is best
denonstrated to the general public.
What ever your area of interest,
Amat eur radi o has sonething to offer
you. Why not get involved, join the
WARC and have sone fun through
participation? It's time to do this,
right?

Typi cal Radi o Anateurs

Fol ks that becone “hans” are from
all walks of life, all professions,
all races and genders and all have

vari ed backgrounds. Hans are
| awyers, entertainers, mssionaries,

doctors, mnisters, politicians,

students, teachers, burger
flippers, taxi drivers, construction
wor kers, shut-ins and retired fol ks
- all ages, sexes, incone |evels and

nationalities. Many have

disabilities such as blindness, |oss
of linmb or debilitating conditions.

Sone |ike voi ce comunication on a

hand- hel d radio. Ot hers prefer Mrse
code through a | ow power
transmitter. Many transmt conputer
messages t hrough amateur radio
satellites and via the internet.
They all use radio to conmunicate
with their fell ow Radi o Amat eurs
around the worl d.

Amat eur Radio in Canada

In 1901, Marconi transmtted the
Morse code letter "S" from Pol dhu in
Wales to St. John's, Newfoundl and.
Soon, early radi o experinmenters were
trying out the first "spark gap"
transmitters. To control
interference to mari ne shore
stations, Parlianment passed the
Radi ot el egraph Act in 1913. In 1914
Radi ot el egraph Regul ati ons were

i ssued. Today, Industry Canada
oversees the Amateur Radi o Service
and | ocal clubs give courses and
admi ni ster the exanms. Qur nationa
organi zation is “Radi o Amat eurs of

Today, licensed Radio Hanms in
Canada nunber over 50, 000.

How Amat eur Radio differs from CB
and FRS Radi o Services

CB and FRS are legally limted to
voi ce operation over |ow powered
equi prent on a set frequency band or
channel . Amat eur Radi o may invol ve
voi ce, Morse code, conputer data, or
tel evi si on nodes on any of a nunber
of bands, either direct or via
repeater stations or earth-orbiting
satellites, and may use consi derable
power and directional antenna
systens. That is, radio amateurs
have a broader range of
possibilities with fewer
restrictions. Sone nodes of
conmuni cati on are voice, CW PSK31,
SSTV, RITTY, Echolink, and Packet to
name a few

WARC Meeti ngs

E.D. Fullerton Minicipal Building
across fromthe new Amher st
hospital -Exit 4 TCH first Wdnesday
of the nonth at 7 pm (except July
and August). CGuests are always
wel cone at our neetings so bring
yoursel f and soneone with you!
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