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Welcome to the Fascinating World
 of Amateur Radio!

The hobby of Amateur Radio is a  fun
activity through communication with

others and  through community
service.  You do not have to be an
expert in electronics or radio

technology to become a Ham. Anyone
can become an amateur radio operator
- even you can! All you need is a

healthy interest and enthusiasm and
be willing to study to pass the

multiple choice exam. Yes..the exam
answers are there with the questions

- you just have to identify the
right ones, make the pass mark and

you will be on you way to a
certificate and amateur callsign.

You do not have to learn Morse code

The Appeal of Amateur Radio

The ability to communicate across
the town, the province, the country,

around the globe, and even with
astronauts on space missions brings
on that excited feeling hams love.

Some Radio Amateurs build and
experiment with radios while

computer hobbyists find the amateur
digital modes to be a low-cost way

to expand their ability to
communicate and combine their radios
and computers into one hobby. Those
with a competitive streak enjoy "DX
contests" (DX=Distance) where the
object is to see how many distant

Radio Amateurs they can contact in a
set period of time. Others use radio
“ragchews” to open the door to new
friendships over the air. Many hams
like the aspect of community service
by providing communication for a

parade, a bicycle or road race or
through participation in EMO

exercises and real emergencies. It
is during emergencies that the value

of amateur radio is best
demonstrated to the general public.
Whatever your area of interest,

Amateur radio has something to offer
you. Why not get involved, join the

WARC and have some fun through
participation? It’s time to do this,

right?

Typical Radio Amateurs

Folks that become “hams” are from
all walks of life, all professions,
all races and genders and all have

varied backgrounds. Hams are
lawyers, entertainers, missionaries,
doctors, ministers, politicians,

students, teachers,  burger
flippers, taxi drivers, construction
workers, shut-ins and retired folks
- all ages, sexes, income levels and

nationalities. Many have
disabilities such as blindness, loss
of limb or debilitating conditions.
Some like voice communication on a

hand-held radio. Others prefer Morse
code through a low-power

transmitter. Many transmit computer
messages through amateur radio

satellites and via the internet.
They all use radio to communicate
with their fellow Radio Amateurs

around the world.

Amateur Radio in Canada

In 1901, Marconi transmitted the
Morse code letter "S" from Poldhu in
Wales to St. John's, Newfoundland.

Soon, early radio experimenters were
trying out the first "spark gap"

transmitters. To control
interference to marine shore

stations, Parliament passed the
Radiotelegraph Act in 1913.  In 1914

Radiotelegraph Regulations were

issued. Today, Industry Canada
oversees the Amateur Radio Service
and local clubs give courses and

administer the exams.  Our national
organization is “Radio Amateurs of
Canada” (RAC) at http://www.rac.ca.

Today, licensed  Radio Hams in
Canada number over 50,000.

How Amateur Radio differs from  CB
and FRS Radio Services

CB and FRS are legally limited to
voice operation over low powered

equipment on a set frequency band or
channel. Amateur Radio may involve

voice, Morse code, computer data, or
television modes on any of a number

of bands, either direct or via
repeater stations or earth-orbiting
satellites, and may use considerable

power and directional antenna
systems. That is, radio amateurs

have a broader range of
possibilities with fewer

restrictions. Some modes of
communication are voice, CW, PSK31,
SSTV, RTTY, Echolink, and Packet to

name a few.

WARC Meetings

E.D. Fullerton Municipal Building
across from the new Amherst

hospital-Exit 4 TCH- first Wednesday
of the month at 7 pm (except July
and August). Guests are always

welcome at our meetings so bring
yourself and someone with you!

for the basic license. The Industry Canada exam
question bank is found here as a PDF file:

www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/
vwapj/ric7.pdf/$FILE/ric7.pdf 

http://www.ve2dm.net/ricexam/ise.sht
http://www.rac.ca

