EXERCISE SEVERED LINK

May 25, 2006


Amateur Radio Telecommunications Exercise

INSTRUCTIONS
Note:
This section contains general information on the exercise, guidance and general instructions.

Participants who have registered for this exercise will receive separately the specific messages assigned to them for transmission during the exercise, including the specific time for transmission, the precedence and the text. EMO Message forms and Log Sheets will also be provided.

This Amateur Radio telecommunications exercise will commence at 1900 hrs. and end at 2100 hrs., Thursday the 25th  of May, 2006.

The NET CONTROL for the exercise will be Jim Hannon VE1AFH. 

The OVERSEER and MONITOR will be David Cochrane VE9QED.

A critique will be made by Donald Courcy VE1CY.

Prior to this exercise, contact will be made to the following agencies by the noted persons to ensure that no emergency response agency will misunderstand any overheard communications.

Agencies to be contacted by Jim Langille

Amherst Fire
Amherst Ambulance

Sackville Ambulance

Sackville Hospital

EMO / NS

EMO / NB

Port Elgin Fire

RCMP Sackville

Amherst Police, RCMP Amherst and CKDH Radio, RCMP Port Elgin. 

Agencies to be contacted by George Meggison

Confederation Bridge Commission

Environment Canada - PEI

Transport Canada - PEI

Borden Fire Department

RCMP- PEI

EMO - PEI

Coroner - PEI

Ambulance - PEI

Summerside Hospital

Other groups not included in Exercise but who may be impacted or contacted during the Exercise:

Provincial Dept of Environment

Local PEI Radio Stations

Agencies to be contacted by Bryan Nuss
Moncton RCMP







Riverview Fire Dept.


Moncton Fire Dept


Moncton Hospital

George Dumont Hospital

Radio & TV Stations

The Exercise 
This exercise will be a ( Free Net ) Open Net Style radio communication exercise for Amateur Radio Operators only, using the VE1CFR Summerside repeater (Repeater TX Frequency: 146.850 MHz) (Repeater RX Frequency: 146.250 MHz). This repeater can be linked to VE9SKV Sackville NB (TX Frequency 145.230 MHz). (Repeater RX Frequency 144.630 MHz.) 

The Scenario:  An unauthorized tanker truck, hauling gasoline across the Confederation Bridge has collided with a car and trailer. The collision point is midway across the bridge. The tanker truck is on its side and leaking its load of 30,000 liters of gasoline. Several other vehicles have been affected by the accident but it is not clear of the extent of damage. There are three confirmed dead and at least six people injured. The bridge is closed to traffic. There is no fire at this time. All essential emergency agencies have been contacted and are either at the bridge or on route. Amateur radio operators have been summoned to assist in communications. You are the Amateur Radio Operators and are presently located at your designated sites.
Numerous agencies will be mentioned over the Amateur radio frequency however there will be no response expected from any agency. This is purely a radio exercise with no response required. Most participants in the exercise will be in the comfort of their own homes in NB, PEI or NS. All radio messages will begin and finish with the words “EXERCISE, EXERCISE, EXERCISE”
Time line

At 1900 Hrs, OVERSEER  David Cochrane VE9QED will bring up the VE9SKV repeater and request the use of the frequency for exercise purposes. He will declare that there is an exercise in progress on this frequency by using the words:  “EXERCISE EXERCISE EXERCISE”

He will then describe the scenario that has taken place on the Confederation Bridge. 

As this is a multi-agency response, Amateur Radio operators have been “deployed” to assist communications about the Sackville NB, Amherst NS  and Summerside PEI areas

You reported your availability earlier on the standby net, you were deployed to a specific location, you have arrived at your destination and you are waiting to be to be called by NET CONTROL on the EOC Net.

You have already been designated a role to fulfill and are asked to send your traffic messages as indicated at the time indicated. You are also requested to open your Log Sheet and record the message received on the forms provided. 

You will have attached a Time line schedule indicating when you will send your traffic. Should this time line get over run, please forward your traffic in sequence.

The purpose of this exercise is to practice our telecommunications skills and have fun. Do not get upset if you make a mistake. This is a learning experience and the first of many to come.

When OVERSEER has completed his opening remarks, he will turn over the repeater to NET CONTROL Jim Hannon VE1AFH, who will carry out a roll call to all stations. He will identify himself as VE1AFH, NET CONTROL for the exercise. As he calls down the roll to your station, the format will be:

NET CONTROL:


Amherst RCMP, this is Net Control, OVER.

AMHERST RCMP will reply:
Net Control this is Amherst RCMP, OVER.  

NET CONTROL will reply:        
Amherst RCMP this is Net Control, OUT.

NET CONTROL will then go on down the list until all stations are on board. He will complete his roll call and will give a time check. ALL PARTICIPANTS SHOULD SYNCHRONIZE THEIR WATCHES AT THIS TIME.

NET CONTROL will be responsible for giving out the VE1AFH  call sign every 30 minutes. 

Do not use your own personal or club call sign during the exercise. Stations other than NET CONTROL  are to identify themselves by the Station names assigned to them.

Eg.

Amherst Red Cross,  this is  Sackville Hospital,  OVER
NET CONTROL will then start the exercise by sending the first message.

PLEASE BE CONSCIOUS OF THE REPEATER TIME-OUT  … (Alligator) all mouth and no ears!!

List of Stations (sites)

NEW BRUNSWICK




PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Port Elgin Fire Department



Confederation Bridge Commission

RCMP







Environment Canada

EMO







Transport Canada

Sackville Ambulance




Borden Fire Department

Sackville Hospital





RCMP










EMO










Coroner









Summerside Ambulance









Summerside Hospital

NOVA SCOTIA







Amherst Fire Department/HAZMAT




EMO









Amherst Ambulance

Preparing the Messages
Before the exercise begins, each of the participants will be provided with the messages he or she has to send during the exercise. The information provided for each message will be restricted to:

- The time the message should be sent

- The precedence of the message as assigned by the originator

- The text of the message as submitted by the originator

Please note that the time provided is not the Date-Time Group of the message. It is the local time when you should send the message according to the timeline of the exercise. See comments below about the Date-Time Group.

It will be up to the participants to format their messages and to get them ready for transmission as per the procedure laid out in Chapter 4 of the NB EMCG Training Guide, or in the equivalent Nova Scotia manual.

For practice purposes, each participant should enter his or her messages on the EMO Message Form, and fill in the missing parts before getting the messages ready for transmission. 

In normal circumstances, the Date-Time Group is provided by the originator of the message when he hands over his message to a communicator for transmission. If the originator of the message does not provide a Date-Time Group, the communicator creates the Date-Time Group by using the time when the message was received from the originator for transmission.

In this exercise, the Date-Time Group is not provided by the originator. It is up to each communicator to create it by using the proper format. Obviously, the time to be used when creating the Date-Time Group should be a time prior to that provided in the timeline for transmitting the message.

Procedure for Passing Messages

The proper procedure for passing messages is as follows:

Establishing Contact

The call-sign(s) of the station(s) called (e.g.)
Sackville EOC
The proword 







THIS IS
The call-sign of the station calling (e.g.)   

Amherst FIRE

The proword 







OVER
The Answer










Amherst FIRE









THIS IS










Sackville EOC









OVER

Reporting Traffic










Sackville EOC









THIS IS









Amherst FIRE










I have one priority message










OVER
The Reply










Amherst FIRE









THIS IS










Sackville EOC









Go ahead with your priority message









OVER

Transmitting the Message

To








Sackville EOC

the proword






THIS IS

From







Amherst FIRE

the prowords 






MESSAGE FOLLOWS
the precedence 



 


IMMEDIATE or PRIORITY or ROUTINE

the proword 






TIME 

followed by the Date-Time Group (e.g.)

091924 March 06

the proword 






FROM 

and the originator’s information  (e.g.) 

Fire Chief

the proword 






TO

and the recipients information (e.g. )


EOC Manager

the proword 






INFO _________
(if there are information addressees)

the proword 






BREAK
(to indicate the end of the HEADING and

that text follows)

the words 







EXERCISE EXERCISE EXERCISE

the proword 






NUMBER
followed by the Originator’s Number (e.g.)
AFD24   










FULL STOP

the text of the message (e.g.)
I need more firefighters on the scene. Please respond immediately.


FULL STOP
the words







EXERCISE EXERCISE EXERCISE

the proword 






BREAK
(to notify the receiving station that

TEXT is complete)

any operator notes





(…………….)

the proword






OVER
The Acknowledgement Of Receipt

of message by Recipient















Amherst FIRE









THIS IS










Sackville EOC









ROGER










OVER

Ending the Contact










Sackville EOC









THIS IS










Amherst FIRE









OUT

ADDITIONAL NOTES

· There is no need to say the proword “Precedence” before the precedence indication. It is clear and is  understood that whatever follows “MESSAGE FOLLOWS” will be the precedence.

· If you have a TO addressee as well as an INFO addressee, give the two precedences without any prowords. It is clear and understood that the first precedence is for the TO addressee and the second precedence for the INFO addressee.

· Before transmitting the DATE-TIME-GROUP, use the proword “TIME”. Do not say date-time-group, or date-time. The proword is simply “TIME”.

i.e.

SACKVILLE HOSPITAL





SACKVILLE AMBULANCE

THIS IS

SACKVILLE RCMP

MESSAGE FOLLOWS

PRIORITY  ROUTINE

TIME 

092014 MAR 2006

FROM 
SACKVILLE RCMP

TO

SACKVILLE HOSPITAL

INFO

SACKVILLE AMBULANCE

BREAK

EXERCISE EXERCISE EXERCISE

NUMBER SH4 FULL STOP

Text…………

It is a good idea to pause and let the repeater drop after saying the first BREAK which separates the header from the rest of the message.

· Use the International Phonetic Alphabet, not your own version!

· Speak slowly when transmitting your message … remember, the recipient of your message is writing it down.

· Received messages are to be recorded on separate Message Forms.

· Transmitted message forms, Received message forms and Log Sheets are to be turned in to _________ within 7 days after the end of the exercise.
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