W.A.R.C. Meeting of  June 04, 2003

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:32 p.m. with Vice President Jim Hannon 

(VE1 AFH) in the chair.  Nineteen members and guests were present.

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the May Meeting were approved as circulated in the April Newsletter.   

It was moved/seconded by Jim (AFH)/Brad (VE1 ZX) that the minutes be approved.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

None.

Treasurer's Report: 

Mike (VE1 QX) reported a current balance of  $618.90.   A thank you letter was received from Springhill High School for the bursary they received.

It was moved/seconded by Mike/Jim (VE1 CHI) that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.

Correspondence:

A thank you card was received from the family of the late Carroll Choisnet (VE1 CJE) 

Other correspondence included club newsletters.

Field Day:

Al (VE1 ZS) reported that everything was coming together for Field Day 2003 on June 28th and 29th at the Beech Hill Park. Willard (VE1 WJH) was supplying a four section tower, which would be topped by Al’s HF beam. He was downloading different logging programs to try out, and canvassing to see who would be there.  He urged anyone interested to put their name on the sign up list.

Mike (QX) reported that a number of  Moncton area Amateurs would be attending.   

Jim (AFH) said the RCMP would be supplying a generator, and he would have the EMO room fired up to participate.

It was moved/seconded by Brad(ZX)/Al(ZS) that the Club make $100.00 available for barbeque items and other supplies.

Education: 

Jim (AFH) reported the visit by a speaker from the Red Cross has been moved to the fall.  An Emergency Telecommunications Course would also be held in the fall.

There has been no further discussions with the Air Cadets in the Sackville area about a project.

Publicity:

Ron (VE1 BIC) reported he had sent a report to the newspapers this month about the Club’s plans for the summer, including Field Day.

Public Service:

The Club has been asked to assist with communications for the 4th Annual Cedar Crest Music Festival on the Stanley Road in Salem on July 12-13th.   Mike (QX) said they still needed members to assist with parking on Friday.

A request for help with the Christian Child Care International Bike Tour from July 21-24 was also being discussed. It will cover the area from Springhill to Truro and back to Amherst.   Organizers were concerned about spotty cell phone coverage on parts of the course.

Newsletter/Web page:

Peter (CCL) was not in attendance. 

E.M.O.:

Jim(AFH) reported that the Mock Disaster Exercise involving Fire, Police, Ambulance and Red Cross services, and also Amateur Radio, is now set for October 19th.  

He said a meeting was being planned for September to discuss the details.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (AFH) reported that the NSARA Directors would be holding a meeting at the Halifax Flea Market. The NSARA General Meeting would be held during the picnic in Greenwood  in August. 

He said the offer to provide an IRLP link to the Sydney area had fallen through, but another deal was in the works.   A node in Yarmouth still has not been hooked up, even though a radio and antenna are in place. He said the problem is, the NSARA does not control the IRLP, but is only providing money for the service. He said there has been a lot on the go in the Province this year, including the VHF radio project. They have received quite a bit of funding, and are looking for new projects. Jim said Tom Cohoon (VE1 TA) has been working on setting up nodes around the province for the APRS (packet tracking system) to be coordinated with Ground Search and Rescue.  He said they may be doing a demo using the SPR site.

NET:

The Net on Mondays at 7:00 pm on the SPR repeater (147.000) will cease for the summer months after Field Day.

Repeaters:

Brad (ZX) reported there had been some problems with SPR, but they had been fixed.

He said MTT was planning to use the tower for a cell site at the end of July, and the Club’s antennas would have to be moved.   He said VE1 BHS was now on Echo Link, but he may have to change the computer.

Jim (AFH) said they were still working to move the WRC repeater (147.285) to a site in Salem.  They are still trying to get a small 5X5 CNR building.  There is one offer of a building for sale, but they are looking at getting one for nothing.

Social: 

The Brunch on June 14th will  be in Parrsboro  at Berry’s.

Plans for the Summer Picnic have not been finalized, but word will be passed on the Net.   Lunch for the September meeting:  Sandwiches – Brad (ZX) Sweets – Jim (AFH).

The 50-50 ($14.00) was won by Tom Trenholm.

Unfinished Business:

Nothing to report.

New Business:

A Nominating Committee has been formed to prepare for a new Executive in September. 

Rick (VE9 RWS)  Ron (VE1 BIC) and Al (VE1 ZS).

Mike (QX) gave a report on the new Executive of the IRG . President is Murray Brown 

(VE9 MB).  Plans are in the works for new repeaters for Sussex and Miramichi.  A meeting of the IRG will be held in Kingsclear on Sunday September 28th.

Jim (AFH) gave a quick rundown on future plans for the EMO room. He said he has made it clear that it has to be an “operational” room.

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 3rd, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:36 p.m.                     Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

