W.A.R.C. Meeting of June 02, 2004

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:05 p.m. with Vice-President Lloyd Smith (VA1MAB) in the chair.  Twenty members and guests were present. 

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the May Meeting were approved as circulated in the June Newsletter.  

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Mike (VE1MY) reported that the new call books were on hand.

Treasurer's Report: 

Mike (VE1MY) reported a current balance of  $795.83 including $21.00 in the Bursary Fund. It was moved/seconded by Mike (VE1MY)/Bob(VE1EDP) that the treasurer’s report be accepted.

Correspondence:

The WARC has received the usual newsletters. It was suggested that we add the URL for the various newsletters to the WARC website.

Field Day:

Peter(VE1CCL) has talked to Roymac Homes about having the use of a travel trailer for Field Day.  He said they were about 50 percent sure at this point they could have one.

Peter had also checked with Sackville Auto & RV as a backup.

Jim (VE1AFH) said the Municipality would be purchasing a screen tent for the open air Mass in August that could also be used for Field Day. He will also be taking care of the generator.  Brad (VE1ZX) will supply a heavy duty electrical cable. The tower may be supplied by Tri-County.  Ron (VE1BIC) will pick up the computer to be used for logging from the EMO room and take it over to the site.

It was moved/seconded by Jim(VE1VIA)/Jim(VE1CHI) that $100.00 be set aside for Field Day supplies.

Education: 

Jim (VE1AFH) reported that the TMR training had been completed. Personnel from Fire and Police services, DNR, Red Cross and 4 or 5 Amateurs have been trained. They hope to get a few more Amateurs trained this fall.

Publicity:

Ron (VE1 BIC) said he should have something in to the papers prior to Field Day. 

Public Service:

Jim (VE1AFH) is coordinating communications for the Acadien open air Mass on August 14th. A crowd of 2000-4000 is expected in Fort Lawrence. Amateurs will be acting only as crowd monitors. Those attending will need their reflective vest and a handheld. 

The WARC will also assist with the Sackville Triathlon in August.

Newsletter/Web page:

Peter (VE1 CCL) reported a slight problem with the recent edition of “The Tantramar”, 

where some of the pages had been out of sequence.  He was also planning to install a newer edition of Adobe to create the .pdf files.

It was suggested that the date the website was updated should be moved closet to the top of the home page.

E.M.O.:

Jim (VE1AFH) reported they had been busy in May, but had not required any Amateurs to provide assistance. Aliant workers are still on strike, so the contingency plan remains in effect. The local RCMP cruisers have access to five Kenwood VHF radios from NSARA and magmount antennas supplied by EMO and local Amateurs.

Jim has met with the Minister in charge of EMO – Ernie Fage, and has given him a rundown on the communications capabilities of the local EMO. He is very aware of what the Amateur Radio Operators have done to assist the EMO. The instructors from DNR were quite impressed about being able to talk directly with the RCMP’s J- Division, however there was some concern about the future use of repeaters.

Regarding the ammonia leak in Oxford, Jim has had a meeting with officials of Oxford Frozen Foods and DNR. They will be drawing up an evacuation plan, based on a “worst case” scenario.  As for the recent train derailment in Fort Lawrence, Bob (VE1EDP) said they had received a call from the RCMP at the Town Dispatch Center, and contacted CN in Moncton. He said it took about 10-15 minutes to contact the train engineer. Jim (AFH) said thee EMO will be meeting with a CN Safety Official in the fall to deal with some issues.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (VE1AFH) reported a NSARA meeting had been held at the Halifax Fleamarket on May 15th.  He said any clubs needing assistance with IRLP can contact himself or the NSARA President.  They are still working on linking up with Cape Breton. The Yarmouth link is almost ready to go, and EchoLink is up and running.  The APRS node on Lutes Mountain (NB) is also working well.

The NSARA summer picnic is being planned for Lunenburg.

Net:

Nothing to report. As Rick (VE9RWS) was absent.

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1ZX) reported that the SPR site was working properly, but with the Aliant strike, there was no way to get access. There had been a request for a technical report for the new WRC site in Salem, otherwise they are just waiting for the ok to put the equipment in.  Jim (VE1AFH) said we would have to get a new license for the WRC site when it is moved. He also said they were having some trouble with the IRLP at the County Building. He said with the EMO budget approved, he should have one or two new computers by the end of July. He had ordered a new IRLP board and the latest version of the Linux operating system. It was to be part of the EMO package now in place.

Social: 

There will not be any brunches held in June, July or August.

Lunch for the September meeting:  

Sandwiches – Brad (VE1ZX)  Sweets - Jim (VE1CHI)  

The 50-50 was $17.00  won by Rob (VE9KM).

The date and location for the WARC summer party will be announced on the Net at a later time.

Unfinished Business:

Jim (VE1AFH) reported that the Bursary for Oxford had been dropped off. Mike (VE1MY) said he would be handing out the Bursary at Amherst Regional High School.

The Nominating Committee consisting of Rick (VE9RWS), Jim (VE1CHI) and Peter (VE1CCL) will be meeting prior to the Annual Meeting in September.

New Business:

Nothing to report. 

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 08, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.  The WARC Annual Meeting will be held prior to the regular meeting.

Adjournment: at 8:21 p.m.                     Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

