W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – June 06, 2007

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:14 p.m. with Vice-President Lloyd (VA1 MAB) in the chair. 

Thirteen members and guests were present. 

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the May meeting were approved as published in the June Newsletter. 

It was moved/seconded by Jim (VE1 CHI)/Rod (VE1 ROD) that the minutes be approved.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Nothing to report. 
Treasurer's Report: 

Treasurer Jim (VE1 AFH) reported a bank balance of $911.91. There is now $1.10 in the Bursary Fund. Two $200.00 bursaries will be awarded this year –one to Amherst Regional High School and one to Oxford Regional High School.

It was moved/seconded by Jim (VE1 AFH)/Peter (VE1 SM) that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  

Jim reported he had found the discrepancy in the Club financial records. It had been a result of cheques written to the N.S.A.R.A not being cashed. New cheques will be issued.

One major purchase was made since the May meeting: a spare MSR 2000 repeater for $450.00. Jim had contacted several members before making the purchase. It was moved/seconded by Brad (VE1 ZX)/Kaye (VE1 YH) that we pay the $450.00 plus shipping and tax.

Correspondence:

Peter (VE1 SM) has received the usual newsletter from the Halifax ARC.

Field Day:

Jim (VE1 CHI) said he had not e-mailed anyone in awhile as there was nothing new to discuss.

 He had reviewed the Field Day Rules to identify what activities could be used to gain extra points.

These could include keeping a Visitors Log, copying the ARRL Bulletin, and having a Public Information Table. He says we need to nail down just “who does what”. 

Terry (VE9 TER) said he may ask Rob (VE9 KM) if he could bring a wire antenna.

Jim (VE9 CHI) said he had made some calculations about the orientation of the antenna, and found it may have to go on a diagonal, pointing SW-NE.

Lloyd (VA1 MAB) said we will need about 200 feet of 5/16 rope. He reported that Jim (VE1 VIA) had arranged for a trailer from Roymac Homes.

Education: 

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he was still trying to arrange a visit to the EMO in Halifax Regional Municipality some day in July. A reciprocal visit may also be arranged for the local EMC.

A TMR training day was being planned for September in Truemanville, and an Emergency Message Handling course was being planned for November.

Publicity:

Ron (VE1 BIC) said he would be submitting an article about Field Day to the local newspapers about a week prior to the event.

Public Service:

Ron (VE1 BIC) asked if anyone had heard about plans for the Cedar Crest Music Festival this summer, but it was apparently not going to be held in 2007.

Newsletter

Peter (VE1 SM) reported no problems. He said he may not be here for the September meeting.

Web page
Jim (VE1 CHI) reported no problems, other than the domain name not showing up in the browser window. He had tried twice to contact Leonard MacDonald about it, but he was quite busy.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he will send another request for assistance.

Jim (VE1 CHI) said there had been 1508 hits since Feb 01, 2007, and 14,152 since the counter had last been reset.  There have been 92 entries in the Guest Book.

He was planning to revamp the GUI using MS Front Page.

An e-mail had been received from Cody (VE1 TUX) with an offer of a five-year hosting agreement with web host Small Orange. Jim replied to him that he would bring it up at the June meeting, but felt it was best for the Club to say with the current arrangement.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he agreed that it was best to not “rock the boat” but he said the Club appreciates Cody offering to help in this matter.

E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 AFH) reported he had been busy assisting with training for the Annapolis Valley and East Hants. He said they would be trying to incorporate Amateur Radio as much as possible.

He said the current Telecommunications Plan was missing the Amateur Radio Operational Plan. We need to come up with a basic outline of how we conduct our business, such as a procedure on how we monitor at home or from another location such as a hospital. He will be working with Bob (VE1 EDP) to draft the outline.

Jim said the EMO was waiting for a permanent satellite telephone for the County EMO room, and were going to get another TMR for the Pugwash area. 

Ron (VE1 BIC) reported that the diesel generator at the CKDH transmitter site had been put back into operation as of June 05, 2007.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he was still not very satisfied that Emergency Measures officials were still unable to get important messages aired on commercial radio stations during automated hours. He said the CRTC needs to make changes to the regulations for broadcast services.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (VE1 AFH) reported he had talked recently to President Tom Cohoon (VE1 TA) and things seem to be going smoothly. He said the N.S.A.R.A. now had access to a number of laptop computers that would be going to Ground Search & Rescue units in the province.

He said the N.S.A.R.A. was looking for a Club to provide a location for the 2007 Summer Picnic in August and he told them he would ask the WARC if it would be interested.

Jim (VE1 CHI) said it was probably too late for this year, but perhaps the Club would consider hosting the Picnic in 2008. Jim (VE1 AFH) agreed that we should wait until the September meeting if we were going to commit to holding it in 2008. He advised that if that was the case, the Club should begin planning for it sometime in April.

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) brought in the current Log Book with the latest entries now up to date.

Lloyd (VA1 MAB) reported on the computer program he was using to keep track of those who checked in to the Net. He had a total of 1122 check-ins, with 131 different call signs. Johnny (VE1 JJC) was the WARC member making the most check-ins to the Net.

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that Lorne (VE1 BXK) was still seeking permission to put up a 10m repeater.

He said the “wake Up Net” was in operation on VE1 BHS and VE1 SPR and the IRLP between 7:30 and 8:30 A.M.

Social: 

The next Brunch will take place at 11:00 am on September 22 at Patterson’s in Sackville. There will not be a Brunch in June.

The winner of the June 50-50 draw ($14.00) was Brad (VE1 ZX)

Sick & Visiting:

Jim (VE1 CHI) reported that Irene (VE1 CF) had not been feeling well recently, and was unable to attend the June meeting.

Lunch for the September 2007 meeting:
Sandwiches - Rick (VE9 RWS)

Sweets – Jim (VE1 CHI)

Unfinished Business:

Nothing to report.

New Business:

Gerry (VE1 KW) reported that he had found a receipt for 50 cents from the DOC ( the forerunner of Industry Canada ) for his Amateur Radio exam in April 1957.

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 05, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:26 p.m.                                               

Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

