W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – September 05, 2007

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:26 p.m. with Vice-President Lloyd (VA1 MAB) in the chair. 

Sixteen members were present. 

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the “June 2007” meeting (Jun 06.07) were approved as published on the WARC Webpage.  The minutes published in the September Newsletter, were, in fact, the “June 2006” minutes. (Jun 07.06).

It was moved/seconded by Ron (VE1 BIC)/Al(VE1 ZS) that the minutes be approved.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Nothing to report. 
Treasurer's Report: 

Jim (VE1 AFH) was away on a course so there was no official report available. 

For information only: the June balance was $911.91. Over the summer approximately $600.00 was spent on a backup repeater, which leaves just over $300.00. The accounts will be brought up to date at the October meeting.

It had been moved/seconded by Brad (VE1 ZX)/Kaye (VE1 YH) at the June meeting that we pay the $450.00 plus shipping and tax for the repeater. The total amount came to around $600.00.

Correspondence:

Ron (VE1 BIC) had received a thank you card from one of the Bursary recipients.

Field Day:

Jim (VE1 CHI) reported on the 2007 Field Day, which resulted in the WARC racking up 1022 points.

472 points came from actual contacts, and there were 550 bonus points. Band conditions were fair, but the new Windom antenna performed better than the G5RV. The Club operated for the entire 24 hours, with Jim (VE1 CHI) Terry (VE9 TER) and Rod (VE1 ROD) operating during the overnight hours.

He thanked everyone who participated, calling it a “real team effort” with about 12 members overall.

Jim suggested that next year, he might bring his own HF rig, as his CW key would not work with the Club’s rig.

Education: 

Nothing to report.

Publicity:

Ron (VE1 BIC) had submitted an article about Field Day to the local newspapers about a week prior to the event. He suggested that with Mount Allison students returning, an effort should be made to publicize the WARC on campus. Terry (VE9 TER) said he would have some information available at the Mount A “Club Fair” the following weekend. 

Public Service:

Gerry (VE1 KW) Kaye (VE1 YH) Nelson (VE9 NEL) and Gloria had assisted with the annual Sackville Triathlon on August 25th.

Newsletter

Peter (VE1 SM) Newsletter Editor was absent.

Web page
Jim (VE1 CHI) reported he had sent a follow up e-mail to Cody (VE1 TUX) regarding his offer of a five-year hosting agreement with web host Small Orange. Jim replied to him that the Club had decided to stay with the current arrangement.

Jim will follow up later in the fall with Leonard MacDonald at the Municipality of Cumberland about the IP address problem with the WARC Webpage. He did some updates during the summer.

He said he planned to post something about Bill (VE1 CFK) and Irene (VE1 CF) having a play written about their restaurant in Parrsboro. It had been performed on August 20th in front of a sold out audience at “The Destination Art Gallery”.

Rick (VE9 RWS) asked about the status of the Listserv, as he had sent an e-mail using that method and his posting did not appear.

Brad (VE1 ZX) had submitted some photos of the partial lunar eclipse on August 28th.

Bill (VE9 UH) thanked Jim (VE1 CHI) for his continued good work on the Old Timers Club pages.

Jim (VE1 CHI) reported that Scott Davis (N3FJP), the author of our Field Day Logging program, recently sent him an email about a new Severe Weather Reporting program he is developing, 
E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 JBL) gave an update on the EMO exercise that was supposed to take place in April or May, but was postponed. He said the organizer (George) was tied up with other matters at that time, but was planning to hold an exercise in November. George will pass along the updated information to Jim (VE1 JBL) and Jim (VE1 AFH).

Jim said they were still trying to correct the antenna problems at the Amherst Fire Station and the Amherst Red Cross office. Brad (VE1 ZX) said he had checked in on the Red Cross Net from the cottage. Jim (VE1 JBL) said he would also be checking in from his cabin.

N.S.A.R.A:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that the N.S.A.R.A. would be meeting at the Greenwood Fleamarket on October 20th.  Work was being done on the 147.300 repeater on the South Shore with the addition of an MSR 2000 repeater. 

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) reported he had resumed the Monday Night Net on September 3rd, but had encountered some technical problems. Over 30 had checked in, including 4 or 5 new Amateur Radio Operators. He congratulated Rob (VE9 KM) on obtaining his Advanced qualification.

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that maintenance work had been done over the summer on all the local repeaters. He said Lorne (VE1 BXK) was still awaiting permission to put up a 10m repeater on Kirk Hill near Parrsboro.

Social: 

The next Brunch will take place at 11:00 am on September 22 at Patterson’s in Sackville.

In October, the Brunch will be held at the West Winds Restaurant at Exit 3 in West Amherst on October 27th The later date has been chosen due to the Greenwood Fleamarket being held on October 20th.

In November, the Brunch will be back at Patterson’s in Sackville on November 17th. 

The Christmas Pot Luck will be held December 5th at 6:30 at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

The winner of the June 50-50 draw ($14.50) was Mike (VE1 MY).

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that Earle Smith  (VE6 NM) may be in the area in early October and he would invite him to attend our next meeting.

Sick & Visiting:

Ed (VE9 ES) had not been feeling well recently, and was unable to attend the September meeting.

Lunch for the October 2007 meeting:
Sandwiches – Brad (VE1 ZX)

Sweets – Abbie (VE1 BFB)

Unfinished Business:

The question raised at the June meeting about the WARC offering to host the 2008 N.S.A.R.A. Picnic was brought to a vote. It was moved/seconded by Al (VE1 ZS)/Brad (VE1 ZX) that the WARC make the offer at the October 20th meeting in Greenwood.

New Business:

Jim (VE1 JBL) reported that he had taken a course from RAC to become a Certified Emergency Coordinator. He is the only one in Nova Scotia. There are none in NB or PEI, and only one in NL, but quite a few in Ontario and western Canada. He said it will be a good method of “getting a foot in the door” with RAC if the need arises. He would also like to see an Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) program set up here.

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, October 03, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:26 p.m.                                               

Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

