W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – June 04, 2008 – 

CORRECTED JAN 04, 2009

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:03 p.m. with President Jim (VE1 JBL) in the chair. 

Twenty-one members were present. Introductions were made around the table.

Regrets: Dave (VE1 DEH) Bill (VE9 UH)

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the May meeting were published in the June Newsletter and on the Club Webpage www.westcumb.ca 

There were two call sign corrections:   In “Social” it had said: 

Lunch for the June 2008 meeting:
Sandwiches – Bob (VE9 EDP instead of VE1 EDP)

Under “Unfinished Business” it had said:

Jim (VE1 CH) suggested that we wait until the fall before making a decision, and in the meantime the President can check to see how many clubs have actually been sued.

Should have been Jim (VE1 CHI) suggested. . . 

After amendments, it was moved/seconded by Ron (VE1 BIC)/Jim (VE1 CHI) that the minutes be approved. Motion carried.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Nothing to report.

Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Mike (VE1 MY). 

It was moved/seconded by Mike (VE1 MY)/ Jim (VE1 AFH) that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Motion carried.

Correspondence:

Mike (VE1 MY) had received a letter from the bank regarding changing the type of account. After some discussion, it was decided that we should retain the type of account, but change the names of the “officers” of the account.

Jim (VE1 JBL) had a note from Bill (VE9 UH) asking for help in disposing of two radios for two elderly friends. The proceeds of a Club auction of these items will go to the Bursary Fund. Jim (VE1 AFH) suggested we hold the auction immediately after the meeting.

An update had been received from Geoff deGannes about the status of the Tantramar Community Radio Society’s application. It said the public had until June 13 to send in an intervention to the CRTC “for or against” the application. He was asking for letters of support from WARC members.

Rob (VE9 KM) said he felt it was not a “club” issue.

Bob (VE1 EDP) replied that the proposed station would be a help to the community, especially for EMO interests.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he “agreed in principle” with the WARC supporting the TCRS application, as it is a “not-for-profit” organization.  He said that the fact it was proposing to facilitate communication throughout Cumberland County was a big issue, and the service would be valuable if the present radio station was “down and out”.

Bob (VE1 EDP) said he had a form letter that could be filled out by anyone in the WARC if they so wished. After a show of hands, it was decided by 15-1 to support the application as a Club.

Field Day:

Lloyd (VA1 MAB) said he had talked to Roymac on Tuesday and confirmed we could borrow a trailer. However, he said getting the trailer to the proposed site (Beech Hill) could be a problem. He no longer had a truck, and Willard (VE1 WJH) was away. Lloyd suggested that perhaps Nelson (VE9 NEL) could tow the trailer over. The issue will have to be addressed before Field Day on June 28-29.

Jim (VE1 CHI) said he would be installing the logging program on Peter (VE1 SM)’s laptop, but he (Jim) will look after sending in the report. He will be meeting Jim (VE1 AFH) at the County Building on Saturday morning (Jun 28) to load up the equipment.

<end of correction: Jan 04, 2009> 

RB

Education: 

Jerry (VE1 KW) offered to do a demonstration about reflection layer in the ionosphere to be presented after the regular business meeting.

Publicity:

Peter (VE1 SM) reported he had and other Club Members Rick (VE9 RWS) Ron (VE1 BIC) and Lloyd (VA1 MAB) had attended the Town of Amherst Community Fair on May 31, 2008 at the Amherst Stadium. The response from the public had been very good. 

Ron (VE1 BIC) said he would be working on a press release for Field Day.

Public Service:

Mike (VE1 MY) gave an update on the “Defenders” Motorcycle Club CHAMPS Poker Run on June 14, 2008 in the area including Amherst, Truro, Tatamagouche and Springhill.

Radio Operators will be required from the WARC. Brad (VE1 ZX) will be in Springhill.

Mike (VE1 MY) will be in Truro at the Kawasaki dealership. Mike (VE1 MWJ) will possibly be at the Main Station.

Someone will be needed for Duguay’s, and at other checkpoints in case any of the participants gets lost, and to keep track of who the riders are. The starting point is at the Old Warehouse Café in Amherst. Anyone able to help, please contact Mike (VE1 MY)

Newsletter

Peter (VE1 SM) reported no problems. As there will not be a Newsletter in July or August, he had tried to include all the birthdays and anniversaries in the June issue.

Web page
Jim (VE1 CHI) reported no problems.

E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 AFH) reported that there was plenty of training going on, including Project MERL. He was going to be setting up a TMR at the EMO headquarters in Fredericton, and setting up a radio in PEI, in order to link up all three provinces.

This fall, they hope to have a common exercise to tie everything together and test everything to see how well it works. He will make sure the Amherst Operators are well represented.

A Basic Emergency Communication Course was being planned for the fall.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (VE1 AFH) finalized details for the NSARA Picnic being hosted by the WARC on July 26 at Wentworth Park. Door prize is a 2m handheld radio – Non-amateur would win $100.00. To win any of the door prizes you would have to be a NSARA member.

Trophies will be awarded for the CW Contest, Distress Message Copy, Fox Hunt.

Brad (VE1 ZX) suggested having a Bingo for the YL’s/XYL’s. He said Earle Smith might possibly be around for the CW contest. He reminded those attending to bring lawn chairs.

Jim confirmed that a proper license would be needed if anyone wanted to go fishing.

He suggested some directional posters could be made using existing WARC signs.

Talk in would be on the SPR and BHS repeaters. 

Gerry (VE1 KW) wondered if it might be easier just to send tickets to all NSARA members.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said that Eric (VE1 CFY) the webmaster for the NSARA would need to be provided with the details about the picnic.

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) said the Monday Night Net would continue until June 23.

He reported that Paul (VE1 SS) had apparently moved to Halifax, and there had been an inquiry made by a realtor about the possible removal of a tower from his former residence in Amherst.

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported he and Lorne (VE1 BXK) had been to the VE1 PAR site the previous Sunday. They still needed to get some cables for the multi-coupler, and adjust some filters. The SPR and WRC sites were fine. He still needs to re-boot the IRLP from time to time.

Jim (VE1 JBL) asked for some details to be included in his Section Manager report.

Brad said Lorne had some old TCA/QST magazines.

President’s Report:

Nothing to report.

Unfinished Business:

Following an update on what had transpired over the past few months regarding the Constitutional Motion 2008, it was moved/seconded by Jim (VE1 CHI)/Kaye (VE1 YH) on behalf of the Constitutional Committee, that the proposed constitution with its changes as presented in the document “WARC Constitution – 2008 Working Copy 2.pdf” on our club website be accepted as presented and it to replace the current constitution of the club.

Motion carried.

Jim suggested that Bob (VA1 SBT) who was not at the June meeting, should withdraw his amendment as he should have had a seconder.

He thanked Bill VE9 UH) and Kaye (VE1 YH) for their assistance on the committee.

New Business:

Lloyd (VA1 MAB) noted that in the Newsletter a couple months ago there had been a list of members. He wondered if they included all the “Honourary” or “Life” Members, and suggested that perhaps they should be listed separately.

Jim (VE1 JBL) reported that the Nominating Committee for the Annual Meeting in September would consist of Jim (VE1 AFH); Bob (VE1 EDP) and Jim (VE1 CHI).
Social: 

The June Brunch is set for the West Winds Restaurant at the Petro Canada in West Amherst on the 21st at 11:00 am.

Sick and Visiting:

Johnny (VE1 JJC) was now a resident at the East Cumberland Lodge in Pugwash and had a 2m radio in his room. Ed (VE9 ES) was still doing “pretty well”.

Bruce (VE1 ABC) had been in for his regular checkup and seemed to be doing OK.

The 50-50 was won by Jim (VE1 AFH) $22.90.

Lunch for the June 2008 meeting:
Sandwiches – Irene (VE1 CF)

Sweets – Jim (VE1 CHI)

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 03, 2008 at 7:00 at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:30 p.m.                      Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

