W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – September 03, 2008.

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:25 p.m. with President Jim (VE1 JBL) in the chair. 

Eighteen members were present.

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the June meeting were published on the Club Webpage. www.westcumb.ca  The September Newsletter had been sent out early, so the minutes had not been included. The Secretary also apologizes for the first part being incomplete, as he had misplaced the first page of his written notes.

It was moved/seconded by Ron (VE1 BIC)/Bob(VE1 EDP ) that the minutes be approved.

Motion carried.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Nothing to report.

Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report by Mike (VE1 MY) had been read during the Annual General Meeting. 

It was moved/seconded by Rob (VE9 KM)/Jim (VE1 AFH) that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Motion carried.

Correspondence:

Jerry (VE1 KW) reported that Kaye (VE1 YH) had sent regrets. Also, Terry (VE9 TER) Bob  (VA1 SBT) and Gerry (VA1 BK) had sent notices that they would be unable to attend the September meeting.

Bob (VE1 EDP) had received a bulletin from the Canadian Hurricane Centre about the impending arrival of Hurricane Hanna.

Brad (VE1 ZX) had received a notice that reports could be made available via the IRLP. He said he could make them available with DTMF on the WRC and BHS repeaters.

Jim (VE1 JBL) said there were reports from Echolink about the weekend hailstorm.

Ron (VE1 BIC) had received an e-mail from Ellen Williams of the Amherst Red Cross about making a presentation at an upcoming WARC meeting. He had invited them to appear at the October meeting at 8:00 pm.

Lloyd (VA1 MAB) reported there had been a mix up in call signs on his RAC e-mail account, and he had been required to get a new password.

Field Day:

Jim (VE1 CHI) reported that the annual Field Day in June had resulted in a 348 point score for the WARC. ( 174 QSO’s x 2 ).  There were also 650 bonus points, for a total of 998 points.

Jim thanked Al (VE1 ZS) for volunteering to stay up all night. He asked if the malfunctioning Club HF radio could be repaired. Jim (VE1 AFH) said he had contacted Clarence (VE1 HD) about making the necessary repairs. He also said the Harris HF radio also was not working properly during Field Day, but he would try to have Lorne (VE1 BXK) have a look at it. It could just be a matter of changing the programming. 

Jim (VE1 JBL) expressed thanks to Bob (VE1 EDP) for allowing the Club to use his HF rig.  Ron (VE1 BIC) noted that because Field Day was held indoors at the Municipality of Cumberland building, there was no public access. Jim (VE1 AFH) said that public input was not really an issue. Jim (VE1 CHI) suggested that we could set up a tent in the parking lot if we were to use the same location next year.

Education: 

Jerry (VE1 KW) noted he would be giving a demonstration about reflection layers in the ionosphere to be presented after the regular business meeting.

Rob (VE9 KM) offered to speak on 10-metre Propagation at the November meeting.

Publicity:

Bob (VE1 EDP) asked why the WARC was not included in the recent Town Of Amherst bulletin outlining community groups and activities. Ron (VE1 BIC) said that in recent years the Town usually kept the listing intact, unless they received any notice of change.

He would look into it before the fall listings came out.

Public Service:

Peter (VE1 SM) was not in attendance, so there was no Red Cross report.

Jim (VE1 JBL) noted there had been some problems with the Red Cross losing their meeting location in another part of the province.

Brad (VE1 ZX) reminded those in attendance that the Red Cross Net (VHF and HF) was being held on Thursdays at 12:30 pm.

Jim (VE1 JBL) said he had sent out an e-mail notice about the Sackville Triathlon needing volunteers to handle communications, as Jerry (VE1 KW) and Kaye (VE1 YH) had been unable to participate. He said there had been no offers of assistance. He noted the Halifax Fleamarket was being held the same weekend.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he hoped there would be a report on the Annual General Meeting and the returning Executive in all of the local papers.

Newsletter

Peter (VE1 SM) was not in attendance.

Web page
Jim (VE1 CHI) reported he had added a new section with a report and photos of Bill (VE1 CFK) and Irene (VE1 CF) Wheaton’s recent 65th Wedding Anniversary.

He said the Webpage had an average of 290 hits per month, with 5,500 hits since February 01, 2007. Overall there had been 20,227 hits. He said he always welcomes submissions for the Webpage.

E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 AFH) reported he had been talking to the Truro Amateur Radio Club about setting up a Communications Exercise this fall. He and Jim (VE1 JBL) plan to visit the club, with JBL also acting as a representative from RAC.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said he was planning a work day at the County Building to get the antenna work finished before winter. That would include the exterior antenna for the satellite telephone. He suggested acquiring the services of a boom truck that day.

Jim (VE1 AFH) outlined some of the procedures in place for the anticipated arrival of Hurricane Hanna. He said Canwarn was set up in New Brunswick, ready to send information to Environment Canada. He urged local Amateurs to make sure their radios were working, and to call in on the BHS repeater on a regular basis. Brad (VE1 ZX) said the VE1 PAR Parrsboro repeater had been linked to BHS all summer.

Jim (VE1 AFH) said there were plans to hold an “Inter-Operability” meeting for TMR users in the Maritimes and across Canada. Project MERL will be held on November 06, and with NB and PEI now linked in, they can connect with Amateur Radio operators via Shubenacadie. Jim said his EMO Office would be moving to the radio room shortly, as offices were being re-assigned at the County Building. He said he would be acting to get rid of surplus equipment in the radio room.

Jim (VE1 JBL) asked about setting up Canwarn in Nova Scotia, possibly through the NSARA. Jim (VE1 AFH) replied that a representative from Canwarn in New Brunswick would be setting up an information booth at the Greenwood Fleamarket. He said he would be working with the Environment Department to draft a letter to be forwarded to the NSARA. 

Jim (VE1 JBL) asked about the status of setting up an Amateur station at the Canadian Hurricane Centre. Jim (VE1 AFH) replied that the Centre still has no licensed Amateur available, and they were still awaiting permission to install a radio. He noted that the weather station will be contacting Al to put Canwarn up on the IRG.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (VE1 AFH) reported that the NSARA Picnic being hosted by the WARC on July 26 at Wentworth Park had been quite successful, although the damp weather may have kept some people from attending.  The NSARA had contributed $500.00 towards the Picnic, which covered the costs of prizes and food.

Brad (VE1 ZX) said they had hoped to have a meeting during the Halifax Fleamarket, but it had been cancelled.

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) reported he had resumed the Monday Night Net on September 01. He said he had a bit of a problem linking up, and may have to change his VHF antenna.

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported the new VE1 WRC repeater was now ready to be installed at the Salem site. Jim (VE1 AFH) said he hoped to hear more this fall about future plans for the site. Brad (VE1 ZX) reminded IRLP users to use their call signs when bringing up the system. He said the procedures were outlined in the call book.

President’s Report:

Jim (VE1 JBL) on behalf of the RAC, congratulated new RAC members Mike (VE1 MY) and Bob  (VA1 SBT). He said he had attended the Halifax Fleamarket, and had discussed holding a future RAC Annual General Meeting somewhere in the Maritimes. He read a report from RAC President Dave Goodwin (V01 AU/VE3 AAQ) that said things were looking brighter, with membership numbers up by 5 percent.

Bob (VE1 EDP) said he hoped they would be a better response to inquiries by RAC members, saying he had asked twice about a certain matter, and had no response either time.

Jim (VE1 JBL) told Bob to type up his questions and he would forward them to Dave.

Jim said his Section Manager Website < www.maritimeamateur.ca > has been getting about 500 hits per month.

Unfinished Business:

Jim (VE1 CHI ) said there would be no further changes to the revised WARC Constitution as presented in the document “WARC Constitution – 2008 Working Copy 2.pdf” on our club website. He said it had been accepted as presented at the June meeting.

New Business:

The new Call Books were being sold for $15.00 each. The WARC had ordered several for its members, but they were not available at the September meeting.
Social: 

The September Brunch is set for Patterson’s Restaurant in Sackville on the 20th at 11:00 am.

The October Brunch is planned for the 25th at the West Winds Restaurant at the Petro Canada in West Amherst at 11:00 am. The date was moved ahead a week due to the Greenwood Fleamarket on October 18.

Sick and Visiting:

Jim (VE1 JBL) reported he had visited Johnny (VE1 JJC) who is now a resident at the East Cumberland Lodge in Pugwash and had taken him a call book. Johnny noticed that his call sign was not listed for some reason.

The 50-50 was won by Al (VE1 ZS) $14.50.

Lunch for the October 2008 meeting:
Sandwiches – Rick (VE9 RWS)

Sweets – Rob (VE9 KM)

Lunch for the November 2008 meeting:
Sandwiches – Brad (VE1 ZX)

Sweets – Abbie (VE1 BFB)

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, October 01, 2008 at 7:00 at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:47 p.m.                      Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary.

