W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – June 02, 2010.

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:03 p.m. with President Jim ( VE1 JBL ) in the chair 24 members were present. Regrets: VE1AFH; VE9 UH.

Introductions were made around the table. 

A minute of silence was observed for recent Silent Keys: Burt Amero (VE1 AMA); Fulton Stevens (VE1 TFS); Gerry Lohnes (VE1 GFL) and Langis Robichaud (VE1 BKE).

Minutes From the Last Meeting: 

The minutes from the May meeting were published in the Newsletter and posted on the WARC website. 

There was one correction: under “EMO” it should have read that Bob (VE1 EDP); Jim (VE1 JBL) and Jim (VE1 AFH) made some changes to the [Cumberland] ARES radio operations manual.[Not the “ARES radio operations manual”].
It was moved/seconded by Ron (VE1 BIC) / Kevin (VE1 KEV) that the minutes be approved as amended. Motion carried. 

The Secretary thanked Jim (VE1 CHI) for taking the minutes at the May meeting.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Rob (VE9 KM) has applied for the special call sign “CJIJ” for the Joggins Fossil Cliffs operating event which will take place on “UN Day”, Sunday, October 24th, 2010. Rob has applied for a 10 day period, from Oct 19-Nov 02.

Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was submitted by Kevin (VE1 KEV).

It was moved/seconded by Kevin (VE1KEV)/Peter (VE9 SM) that the Treasurer’s Report be approved. Motion carried.

Correspondence:

Ron (VE1 BIC) has received a confirmation from the Town of Amherst for the upcoming Community Fair on Saturday June 05.

Jim (VE1 JBL) asked Rick (VE9 RWS) if he had any more updates from his daughter about the southern USA flooding problem.

Field Day:

Field Day Chairman Al (VE1 ZS) reported no changes since the May meeting. He hoped as many Club members as possible would drop by. 

Peter (VE1 SM) will be in charge of logging, with the log to be submitted by Jim (VE1 CHI).

Terry (VE9 TER) will be working CW on Sunday morning.

Education: 

Bruce Robertson (VE9 QRP) will be talking about Amateur Radio Satellite Communications after the meeting. 
Publicity:

The annual Amherst Community Fair will be held at the Stadium from 10-3 on Saturday June 05. Peter, (VE1 SM) will bring his antenna setup and other gear as last year.

Public Service:

Jim (VE1 JBL) gave a quick update of the “10K Cross-Border Challenge” to be held on July 03, 2010. The WARC will assist with communications for this event. Those who will be helping as volunteers will need to be registered as “individuals”, not as WARC Members, and will need to be ready at 7:30 am that day.

Irene (VE1CF) will check to see if the WARC will be needed to help with communications for the Atlantic Horse Race to be held in the Parrsboro area this summer.

Newsletter

Peter (VE1 SM) reported he is still having problems with a few email addresses. 

Web page

Jim (VE1 CHI) gave a quick update on the steps taken by John Hardie, the County IT technician, to solve the problem with the WARC Website. He has written a thank you letter to be sent to John by the WARC.

E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 AFH) was not in attendance.

Rick (VE9 RWS) reported that the new antenna to be installed at the Sackville Memorial Hospital will need a run of coax to the Maintenance Room, located next to the Emergency Room. He also said the Town of Sackville was still planning their major EMO Exercise for September.

Jim (VE1 JBL) gave an update on an incident earlier that day ( June 02) where Cape Breton lost all communications with the mainland. Bob (VE1 EDP) began monitoring the situation at around 1:30 pm, and EHS activated their mobile command unit. Also, Nova Scotia Infrastructure Renewal deployed their mobile communication capability.

Bell Aliant then reported it had suffered a fibre cable break in the Sydney area, which was affecting landline, cellular, data and TMR, and would be out of service for at least an hour.

Jim (VE1 JBL) was able to contact the Sydney ARC (VE1 CR) via Echolink, which was not affected as it is carried on the Eastlink system. Bill (VE1 DM) assured him that Shubie Radio knew about the problem affecting TMR. Communications were quickly set up with EMO Sydney, JBL and EDP. Contact was made with Shubie Radio and they were relieved that Amateur Radio was standing by. The Bell Aliant problem was rectified by 3:12 pm. 

Jim (VE1 JBL) will be writing a summary of the event, which may appear in TCA.

N.S.A.R.A:

Jim (VE1 AFH) was not in attendance.

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that he has volunteered his cottage on Two Islands Road in Parrsboro for this year’s NSARA Summer Picnic on Saturday August 21st from 10 am-3 pm. He said Jim (VE1 AFH) would be obtaining prizes for the CW, Fox Hunt and Emergency Message Handling contests. At the May meeting, it was reported that the NSARA would contribute $500.00.

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) reported that about 30 had checked in on Monday, even though there was a hockey game that night. The Net will continue until the last Monday before Field Day, and then take the summer off. 

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported he, along with Lorne (VE1 BXK) and Rick (VE9 RWS) had recently spent about seven hours at the Kirk Hill site moving equipment to the new building.

Brad also said one of the solar panels at the VE1 PAR site was faulty.

Ron (VE1 BIC) suggested installing a small wind turbine at that site, to help keep the batteries charged on cloudy days, and in the winter when the daylight hours were short. 

Brad agreed it was a good idea, and will be investigated.

President’s Report:

Jim (VE1 JBL) had nothing new to report.

Unfinished Business:

Jim (VE1 JBL) brought up the issue of getting the WARC incorporated, as the first step in being able to obtain liability insurance through RAC.

Incorporation would cost $23.00 per year, and requires a report to be filed each year, five trustees, and a constitution.

After some discussion, it was moved/seconded by Brad (VE1 ZX)/Randy (VE1 ADV) that the WARC will apply to become incorporated as a society in the Province of Nova Scotia. 

Motion carried.

New Business:

Jim (VE1 CHI) made a suggestion that the WARC send a cheque for $20.00 to Scott Davies (N3FJP) as a contribution for our ongoing use of his Field Day logging software.

Social: 

No Brunch will be held in June / July / August. 

The September Brunch will be on the 18th at Patterson’s in Sackville.

Sick & Visiting:

It was reported that Lou (VE1 IS) and Ed (VE9 ES) had both been ill recently.

Lunch for the June 2010 meeting:

Sandwiches: Rick (VE9 RWS)

Sweets: Jim (VE1 CHI)

The 50-50 ($21.00) was won by Jim (VE1 JWM) who donated his winnings to the bursary fund.

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 08, 2010 at 7:00 at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

The meeting will be preceded by the WARC Annual General Meeting.

Adjournment: at 8:28 p.m.                                      

Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary              

