W.A.R.C. REGULAR MEETING – June 01, 2011.

The Meeting was brought to order at 7:01 p.m. with President Jim (VE1 JBL) in the chair. Twenty members were present. 

Regrets: Jim (VE1 AFH); Jim (VE1 CHI); Mike (VE1 MWJ).

A minute of silence was observed for Duane Sears (VE9 DRS) Silent Key.

Minutes From the Last Meetings: 

The minutes from the May 2011 regular meeting were published in the Newsletter and posted on the WARC website.

The minutes were amended to include Jim (VE1 CHI) as the winner of the May 50-50, and to clarify that the Old Timer’s Club has registered 401 members since incorporation of the Club, but many had since become Silent Keys. An up to date list is available on the WARC Website.

Moved/Seconded by Ron (VE1 BIC)/Peter (VE1 SM) that the minutes be approved as amended. Motion carried.

Business Arising From the Minutes:

Nothing to report.

Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was submitted by Kevin (VE1 KEV).

It was moved/seconded by Kevin (VE1 KEV) / Brad (VE1 ZX) that the Treasurer’s Report be approved. Motion carried.

Correspondence:

Jim (VE1 JBL) brought in a Radio World flyer that he had received. 

Field Day:

Nothing to report.

Education: 

Jerry (VE1 KW) reported that the frequency range for the Amateur 70 cm band was in danger of being auctioned off, but the ARRL assures it won’t be a problem. He also noted that interference to VHF TV channels during the summer usually indicates there is a tropospheric lift on, and that 6m and 2m ham bands should also be good.  Jerry mentioned that in August the TV stations on VHF and UHF would be going digital on 700 MHz and the old VHF band would be turned over to mobile and private users.

Jim (VE1 JBL) said the 6m “fun band” is interesting to work when it opens up.

Publicity:

Ron (VE1 BIC) reminded WARC members of the Town of Amherst Community Fair on June 18, and said he would try to have something sent to the media about Field Day, but he was very busy getting the new Community FM station ready to go on-air in July.

Public Service:

Jim (VE1 JBL) noted that more operators are needed for the Cross Border Challenge on July 02. There will be over 800 participants, with two races at the same time, in two directions.
Peter (VE1 SM) reported he would be attending a bike rally at Spring Street Academy on Monday, and at the hospital on Thursday. He said there have been lots of check-ins on the Red Cross Net the past few weeks. The 2m net was OK, and TMR had 5 or 6 each week.

Jim (VE1 JBL) added that Bob Robichaud had activated the Canwarn Net for a recent tornado warning in Northern New Brunswick.

Newsletter:

Peter (VE1 SM) reported no problems.  The next Newsletter would be coming out in August. 

Web page:

Jim (VE1 CHI) had sent an email to report no problems with the WARC Website.

E.M.O:

Jim (VE1 AFH) was not present.

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported that antennas on over 80 sites were changing over to 700 MHz, which should be good for Amateurs in Nova Scotia. 

N.S.A.R.A:

The annual picnic was being held this year in Lunenburg. The date is T.B.A. Check the NSARA website.

Net:

Rick (VE9 RWS) reported that the WARC Monday Night Net has been slow lately. His last Net will be on the Monday before Field Day. 

Repeaters:

Brad (VE1 ZX) reported there have been no complaints except in the Digby area.  He and Lorne (VE1 BXK) had visited the VE1 PAR site to do maintenance. The “Power Stone” remote reboot switch for the IRLP still has to be connected.

Hints and Kinks:

Nothing to report.

President’s Report:

Jim (VE1 JBL) presented a report on Club activities in the past year. He had gone through old newsletters and singled out some remarkable accomplishments. He said he wanted everyone to realize what had gone on in the WARC in the past year, as our Club is very active and other Clubs should take notice. He singled out Al (VE1 ZS); Mike (VE1 MWJ) and Bob (VA1 SBT) for helping with the Wakeup Net.

Bill (VE9 UH) said he had belonged to four clubs over the years, and the Westcumb Club is the best. He noted that a committal service for Ed, VE9 ES (SK) had been held the previous Saturday in the Sackville Cemetery. He always considered Ed “to be a gentleman” and very active in Amateur Radio in his early years. The committal would be a fitting end to Ed’s story.

Unfinished Business:

Jim (VE1 JBL) reported that the “S9v” antenna for the HF Go-Box had been ordered, but has not yet been shipped.  Ron (VE1 BIC) gave a progress report on Tantramar FM and the new transmitter being installed on Fenwick Hill for 107.9 MHz. 

New Business:

A Nominating Committee has been formed to help form a new Executive for the Annual General Meeting in September. Jon (VE1 JSG) will be contacting each member of the present Executive to see if they are interested in re-offering for 2011-2012.

Brad (VE1 ZX ) - one of the original WARC members back in 1981 - was given a lifetime membership in the club, in recognition of all his hard work and dedication over the past 30 years, and donations of his time and equipment to help out his fellow Amateurs and keep our repeaters up and running. According to the Constitution, that honour has to be voted on by a 2/3 majority. Moved/Seconded by Jim (VE1 JBL)/Randy (VE1 ADV). The vote was unanimous. To observe protocol, Club members voted on the similar award given earlier this spring to Rick (VE9 RWS). Moved/Seconded by Jim (VE1 JBL)/Kaye (VE1 YH). It was also a unanimous vote.
Social: 

No brunches will held in June, July and August. The next Club Brunch will be on Septemeber 17 at 11:00 am  Patterson’s in Sackville.

Lunch for the September 2011 meeting:

Sweets – Randy (VE1 ADV) Sandwiches – Rick (VE9 RWS)
The 50-50 ($13.00) was won by Kevin (VE1 KEV)

Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 07, 2011 at 7:00 at the Cumberland County Municipal Building.

Adjournment: at 8:15 p.m. 

Ron Bickle (VE1 BIC) Secretary              

